
III/99/3

Issued 
26 July. 45

a parachute battalion

Consisting of  –

Battalion headquarters

Headquarters company of  –
Company headquarters
Intelligence section
Signal platoon
Mortar platoon
Protectice section
Administrative platoon

Three rifle companies, each of  –
Company headquarters
Two 3-inch mortar detachments
Tank attack section
Three platoons

War establishment
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Lieutenant–colonel 1 1
Majors 1 1 1 1 1 5
Captain (adjutant) 1 1
Captain (quartermaster) 1 1 1
Captains 1 1 1 1 4
Lieutenants 1 1 1 1 3 1 1 3 13

Total, officers 4 2 1 1 1 1 6 2 1 1 5 25
Regimental sergeant-major 1 1
Regimental quartermaster-sergeant 1 1 1
Company sergeant-majors 1 1 1 1 4

Total, warrant officers 1 1 1 2 1 1 6
Company quartermaster-sergeant 1 1 1 1 4
Sergeants –

Clerks (a)2 2
Parachute packer 1 1 1
Pioneer 1 1 1
Storeman, technical 1 1 1
Transport 1 1 1

Sergeants 1 1 5 7 1 1 1 4 14 49
Total, staff-sergeants and sergeants 2 1 1 1 5 4 12 1 1 1 1 4 15 59

Corporals 1 1 1 4 4 1 3 14 1 1 1 1 3 13 54
Privates 18 4 10 34 29 5 42 124 4 6 6 2 8 26 100 442

Total, rank and file 19 5 11 38 33 6 45 138 5 7 7 2 9 29 113 496
Total, other ranks 22 7 12 39 38 6 50 152 7 8 7 3 10 33 129 561
Total, all ranks 26 9 13 40 39 6 51 158 9 8 7 4 10 34 134 586

Attached –
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R.A.A.F. – Liaison officer 1 1
Australian Corps of  Signals –

Corporal, (mechanic, instrument, Signals) 1 1
Signalman (mechanic, instrument, signals 
– trade group 1) 1 1

A.C.Ch.D. –
Chaplain, 3rd or 4th class 1 1
Batman 1 1

A.A.M.C.
Captain 2 2
Sergeant (hygiene inspector) 1 1
Sergeant 1 1
Corporals 2 1 1 5
Privates 2 2 2 3 3 13

A.A.O.C. –
Corporal (shoemaker) 1 1 1
Private (shoemaker – trade group 3) 1 1 1

A.E.M.E.
Staff-sergeant (armourer) 1 1 1
Corporal (armourer) 1 1 1
Craftsman (armourer – trade group 1) 1 1 1

A.A.C.C. –
Warrant officers class II (caterer) 1 1 1
Sergeants 1 1 1 1 4
Corporals 1 1 1 1 4
Privates (cooks – trade group 2) 3 3 2 2 9

A.A.P.C. –
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Sergeant 1 1
A. Postal service –

Sergeant 1 1
Total, all ranks, including attached 40 16 13 40 39 6 57 171 17 8 7 4 10 34 142 637

(ii) Distribution of  rank and file by trades and duties
Trade group 2

Carpenters 2 2 2
Intelligence duties (b)10 10 10
Signallers (c)37 37 37

Trade group 3
Butcher 1 1 1
Clerks (b)2 (b)1 (b)2 3 (b)1 1 8
Driver-mechanics 2 2 2
Equipment repairers 3 3 3
Technical stormen (b)2 2 2

Non-specialists
Batmen 7 2 1 1 1 1 6 2 1 1 5 28
Drivers, M.T. 1 13 13 14
Hygiene dutymen 2 2 2
Mortar numbers (c)32 32 (b)7 14 74
Motor cyclist orderlies 2 2
Orderlies 1 4 4 2 2 11
Parachute packers (b)8 8 8
Pioneers 4 4 4
Riflemen 3 (b)6 6 (b)7 1 (b)9 28 91 282
Storemen 3 2 2 5
Water dutyman 1 1 1
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Total, rank and file 19 5 11 38 33 6 45 138 5 7 7 2 9 29 113 496
(iii) Transport

Bicycles 9 9 9
Bicycles, folding 1 7 1 9 1 1 13
Motor cycles 2 2
Car. D.S. 1 1
Trucks, ¼-ton 6 6 6
Truck, 15-cwt, G.S. 1 1
Trucks, 3-ton –

G.S. 8 8 8
Water 1 1 1



(iv) Weapons

Weapons Ammunition
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Pistols, .38-inch 16 5 1 8 29 2 2 47 7 7 1 2 7 42 189 21 2,646 6,615
Rifles. .303-inch 17 6 12 23 3 4 49 97 5 6 2 6 20 71 327 50 33,000 49,350
Rifles. .303-inch for attached 
personnel 4 5 6 11 4 4 27 20 540
Sub machine guns 2 9 7 16 1 1 1 1 2 7 25 93 256 5,952 29,760
Sub machine guns Pool for 
parachutists 429 137,280 137,280
L.M.Gs., .303-inch 1 1 1 3 1 7 1 1 3 10 (d)37 1,000 37,000 74,000
M.M.Gs. .303-inch (e)4 3,500 18,000 32,000
Projectors , Infantry Tk A (f )4 2 2 1 1 1 4 18 6 216 324
Mortars

2-inch 1 1 3 9 28
H.E. 24 1,176 1,848
Smoke 12 504 840
Signal (g)50 50

3-inch 4 4 1 2 10 48 540 1020
H.E. 84 420 1,260
Smoke 28 140 420

Pistols, signals (f )40 18 690 (g)1,518
Grenades –

No. 36 48 4 22 56 74 12 168 22 16 14 8 20 68 272 1,032 500 1,532
No. 68 34 34 17 17 20 17 68 238 238
No. 69 30 30 90 270 150 420
No. 75 500 500
No. 77 500 500
No. 82 100 100 200



(a)	O ne will be attached to Echelon and Recors
(b)	 Includes or is a corporal.
(c)	 Includes 4 corporals.
(d)	A n additional 13 LMGs, .303-inch may be held as reserve.
(e)	 For allotment as required. An additional 2 MMGs .303-inch may be held as reserve.
(f )	 For allotment as requirerd.
(g)	 Includes 33⅓ per cent red, 33⅓ per cent green and 33⅓ per cent white.

NOTE
A Chaplain, 3rd class will only be appointed when authorized by LHQ.

note on first reinforcements
Details left at base –

Sergeant clerk		  1	 (Attached to Echelon and Record )

First reinforcements –
Lieutenants				      5
Sergeants				      8	
Rank and file (includes 8 corporals)	 69	
Privates, A.A.M.C.			     2
			T   otal		  84

TROPICAL SCALE
					     When on tropical scale the following table will be substituted.

(iii) Transport
									T         rucks, ¼-ton		  8
									T         rucks, 2½-ton, GS	 8
									T         rucks, 3 ton , water	 1
									T         railers, 8 cwt		  8


