
Notified in G.W. 452/42										          III/1940/127/1
Effective 1st July, 1942

a canadian parachute battalion

War Establishment

Consisting of:

Battalion headquarters
Headquarters company of

Company headquarters
Intelligence section
Signal platoon
Mortar platoon of  four detachments
Protective section
Administrative platoon

Three rifle companies each of
Company headquarters
Two mortar detachments
Anit-tank section
Three rifle platoons each of

Platoon headquarters
Three rifle sections
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Lieutenant-colonel 1 1
Major (2nd-in-command) 1 1
Majors 1 1 1 1 4
Captains 1 1 3
Adjutant 1 1
Lieutenants 1 1 1 1 3 1 1 3 13
Quartermaster 1 1 1
Paymaster R.C.A.P.C. 1 1
Medical officer R.C.A.M.C. 1 1

Total, officers 6 2 1 1 1 5 2 1 1 5 26
Warrant officer, class I 1 1
Warrant officer, class II 1 2 3 1 1 6
Company quartermaster-sergeants 1 1 (a)1 1 4
Sergeants 4 1 1 4 8 14 1 1 1 4 14 60
Sergeant, R.C.O.C. 2 2 2

Total, W.Os., s/sgts. and sgts. 5 2 1 1 4 12 20 2 1 1 1 4 16 73
Corporals (includes 11 lance-sergeants) 1 1 1 5 1 4 12 1 1 1 1 3 13 52
Privates (includes 39 lance-corporals) 18 6 10 24 27 5 57 129 9 6 6 2 8 26 105 462
Privates, R.C.O.C. 2 2 2

Total, rank and file 19 7 20 25 32 6 64 144 10 7 7 2 9 29 118 517
Total, other ranks 24 9 11 26 36 6 76 164 12 8 7 3 10 33 134 590
Total, all ranks 30 11 11 27 37 6 77 169 14 8 7 4 10 34 139 616

(ii) Distribution of  other ranks by trades and duties

NON-TRADESMEN
Warrant officer, class I 1 1

Regimental sergeant-major 1 1
Warrant officer, class II
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Regimental quartermaster-sergeant 1 1 1
Company sergeant-majors 1 1 1 1 4
Chief  rigger parachut (CSM) 1 1 1

Company quartermaster-sergeant 1 1 (a)1 1 4
Sergeants

Intelligence 1 1 1
Medical 1 1
Instructional (physical training) 3 3 3
Provost 1 1
Signal 1 1 1
Transport 1 1 1
General duties 4 4 1 1 1 4 14 46

Corporals
Anti-tank personnel 1 1 2
Medical 1 1 1 1 4
Signal 1 1 1

Anti-tank personnel 6 6 18
Batmen, operational 6 1 1 1 3 2 2 2 5 24
Batmen, non-operational (a)1 1 1 2 3
Drivers, I.C. (c)13 13 13
Intelligence personnel 10 10 10
L.M.G. numbers and personnel 6 6 9 27 81 249
Mortar detachments 29 29 7 14 71
Motorcyclists 2 2
Orderlies 1 1 3 1 1 6 19

Medical 1 1 1 2 2 8
Officers’ mess 2 2 2



Detail

Ba
tt

al
io

n 
he

ad
qu

ar
te

rs

Headquarters company 3 rifle companies (each)

To
ta

l, 
pa

ra
ch

ut
e 

ba
tt

al
io

n

C
om

pa
ny

 h
ea

dq
ua

rt
er

s

In
te

lli
ge

nc
e 

se
ct

io
n

Si
gn

al
 p

la
to

on

M
or

ta
r p

la
to

on
 (f

ou
r 

m
or

ta
r d

et
ac

hm
en

ts
)

Pr
ot

ec
tiv

e 
se

ct
io

n

A
dm

in
ist

ra
tiv

e 
pl

at
oo

n

To
ta

l, 
he

ad
qu

ar
te

rs
 

co
m

pa
ny

C
om

pa
ny

 h
ea

dq
ua

rt
er

s

Tw
o 

3"
 m

or
ta

r 
de

ta
ch

m
en

st
 (e

ac
h)

A
nt

i-t
an

k 
se

ct
io

n

3 rifle platoons 
(each)

To
ta

l, 
rifl

e 
co

m
pa

ny
 (e

ac
h)

R
ifl

e 
pl

at
oo

n 
he

ad
qu

ar
te

rs

3 
rifl

e 
se

ct
io

ns
 

(e
ac

h)

To
ta

l, 
rifl

e 
pl

at
oo

n 
(e

ac
h)

Sergeants’ mess 5 5 5
Postman (lance-corporal) 1 1 1
Rangetaker 1 1 1
Regimental police 6 6
Sanitary dutymen (c)4 4 4
Signallers 23 23 23
Storemen 1 (b)3 4 (a)1 1 7
Water duties 1 1 1

Total, non-tradesmen 19 7 11 26 36 6 36 122 11 8 7 3 10 33 133 540
TRADESMEN                                                 Trade goup
Sergeants

Cook                                                                  “C” (a)1 1 1
Orderly room clerk                                          “C” (a)1 1
Pay clerk                                                            “C” (a)1 1
Rigger, parachute                                             “B” 2 2 2
Storeman, technical                                         “C” 1 1 1
R.C.O.C.

Armourer                                                       “B” 1 1 1
Fitter, M.V.                                                     “B” 1 1 1

Corporals
Cook, men’s mess                                           “C” (d)1 1 1
Riggers, parachute (may be l/sgt)                 “B” 3 3 3
Shoemaker, R.C.O.C.                                      “B” 1 1 1

Privates
Blacksmith                                                        “B” 1 1 1
Bricklayer                                                          “B” (a)1 1 1
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Butcher                                                               “C” 1 1 1
Clerks                                                                  “C” 3 (b)2 (b)4 6 1 1 12
Cooks

Officers’ mess                                                 “C” 2 2 2
Sergeants’ mess                                              “C” 2 2 2
Men’s mess                                                      “C” (d)7 7 7

Carpenters and joiners                                     “B” (b)2 2 2
Driver mechanics                                              “C” 2 2 2
Equipment repairer                                          “C” 1 1 1
Riggers, parachute                                            “B” 3 3 3
Storemen, technical                                          “C” 1 1 1
R.C.O.C., shoemaker                                       “B” 2 2 2

Total, tradesmen 5 2 40 42 1 1 50
Total, other ranks 24 9 11 26 36 6 76 164 12 8 7 3 10 33 134 590

(iii) Transport

Bicycles, folding 1 8 1 9 1 1 13
Bicycles, non-folding (e) 13 13 13
Motorcycles 2 2
Cars, 5-cwt., 4 x 4 5 5 5
Car, 8-cwt., heavy utility 1 1 1
Truck, 15-cwt., water 1 1 1
Lorries, 3-ton, 4-wheeled 8 8 8



(iv) Table of  weapons and ammunition
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Pistols, .45-inch, automatic 11 5 8 28 2 2 45 5 7 1 2 7 40 176 21 2,464 6,160
Rifles, .303-inch 17 6 11 10 2 4 75 108 8 6 2 6 20 74 347 50 34,700 52,050
Machine carbines, 9-mm., Sten 2 9 7 16 1 1 1 1 2 7 25 93 256 5,952 29,760
Machine carbines, 9-mm., Sten (pool for 
parachutists)

429 137,280 137,280

L.M.Gs., .303-inch 2 2 1 3 9 29 1,000 29,000 58,000
Mortars, 3-inch 4 4 1 2 10 48 540 1,020
Mortars, 2-inch, modified 1 1 3 9 28 (e)6 (f )12 180
A.Tk. rifles, .55-inch 1 1 1 3 10 50 500 1,000
Grenades No. 68 34 34 17 17 17 68 238 238
Discharger cups 2 1 1 2 10 32
Grenades, No. 36M 48 4 22 56 74 12 168 22 16 14 8 20 68 272 1,032 500 1,532

  No. 69 30 30 90 270 150 420
Smith guns 1 1 3 20 60 120



(a)	N eed not be parachutist may be of  medical category “B”
(b)	 1 need not be a parachutist, may be of  medical category “B”
(c)	 4 need not be parachutist, may be of  medical category “B”
(d)	E ither corporal cook or one of  seven cooks need not be a parachutist.
(e)	 For training purposes, in lieu of  bicycles folding.
(f )	 Signal
(g) 	 Smoke

note on first reinforcements
Detail left at base –

Orderly room sergeant 1

First reinforcements
Captain 1
Lieutenants 4
Warrant officer, class II 1
Sergeants 7
Corporals 4
Lance-corporals 8
Privates 57
Nursing orderlies R.C.A.M.C. 3

Pistols, .45-inch automatic (and 168 rounds) 8
Rifles, .303-inch (and 3850 rounds) 77
Machine carbines, 9mm sten (and 20992 rounds) 82


