
i/239/2
Notified in A.C.Ia, 7th April  1943

Effective date12 March, 1943

air landing battalion

war establishment

This establishment supersedes W.E. No. I/239/1



(i) Personnel
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Lieutenant colonel 1 1
Major (2nd-in-command) 1 1
Majors 1 1 1 1 1 1 6
Captains 1 1 2 1 1 1 1 7
Adjutant (captain) 1 1
Subalterns 2 1 1 4 1 7 1 4 1 1 4 29
Quartermaster 1 1 1

Total, officers 5 1 1 1 5 1 1 1 11 2 1 6 2 1 1 6 46
Regimental serjeant-major 1 1
Regimental quartermaster-serjeant 1 1 1
Company serjeant-majors 1 1 1 1 1 1 6

Total, warrant officers 1 1 1 2 1 1 1 1 8
Company quartermaster-serjeants 1 1 1 1 1 1 6
Intelligence serjeant 1 1
Orderly room clerk (serjeant) 1 1
Provost serjeant 1 1
Pioneer serjeant 1 1 1
Transport serjeants 1 1 1 1 2
Technical storeman 1 1 1
Serjeants 1 1 1 3 1 1 5 1 1 4 27

Total, staff-serjeants and serjeants 3 1 1 1 1 1 2 7 2 1 6 2 1 1 6 40
Corporals (includes 17 lance-serjeants) 5 4 3 1 3 16 3 3 15 6 4 20 96
Privates (includes 75 lance-corporals) 22 3 30 19 26 12 16 32 138 21 19 97 6 19 22 88 636

Total, rank and file 22 3 35 23 29 13 19* 32 154 24 22 112 6 25 26 108 732
Total, other ranks 26 5 36 24 30 14 21 33 163 27 23 119 9 26 27 115 780
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Total, all ranks 31 6 37 25 35 15 22 34 174 29 24 125 11 27 28 121 826
Attached—

R.A.M.C.—Medical officer 1 1
Serjeant 1 1
Nursing orderlies (includes 5 lance-
corporals) 1 1 1 2 2 10

R.A.O.C.—Shoemaker 1 1 1
R.E.M.E.—Armourers—

Serjeant 1 1 1
Lance-corporals 1 1 1 1 2

Fitters, M.V (includes 1 serjeant and 1 
lance-corporal) 4 4 4
Fitter, general 1 1 1

A.C.C.—    Cooks for—
Officers’ mess 2 2 2
Other ranks’ mess (incudes 2 serjeants 
and 1 corporal) 4 4 4

A.P.T.C.—Instructor 1 1
From Headqurtersm air landing brigade—

Chaplain, R.A.Ch.D. 1 1

Batman 1 1

From airborne divisional signals—

Other ranks 3 3

Total, attached 4 4 4 19 24 2 2 2 2 38
Total, air landing battalion (including attached) 35 6 37 25 36 15 26 53 198 31 24 127 13 27 25 123 864
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(ii) Distribution of  rank and file by trades and duties

Tradesmen—

Bricklayer
Carpenter and joiners
Mason                           

 } (includes 1 lance-corporal)
1
6
1

1
6
1

1
6
1

Clerks (includes 2 lance-corporals 2 1 2 3 1 1 1 1 10
Driver-mechanics 2 1 2 3 1 1 5 10 19
Driver-operators 6 6 6
Equipment repairer 1 1 1
Motor mechanics (includes 1 lance-corporal) 2 2 2
Technical storemen (includes 1 corporal) 4 4 4

Total, tradesmen 4 1 6 9 8 3 27 2 2 1 5 11 50
Non-tradesmen—

A.A. hispano numbers 18 36 36
A.Tk. 6-pdr numbers 20 40 40
Batmen 5 1 1 1 5 1 1 10 2 1 6 2 1 1 6 45
Batmen-drivers 1 1 1 2
Butchery dutyman 1 1 1
Drivers, I.C. 4 10 14 2 2 1 6 13 35
Intelligence section 6 6
L.M.G. numbers and riflemen 3 5 21 89 359
Mortar detachments 17 17 12 12 65
Orderlies 2 1 24 27 1 1 28
Pioneers 3 3 3
Postman (lance-corporal) 1 1 1
Regimental police 3 3
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Storeman 1 1 2 1 1 1 1 7
Signallers 26 26 26
Stretcher bearers 20 20 20
Sanitary dutymen 4 4 4
Water dutyman 1 1

Total, non-tradesmen 18 2 29 23 29 4 11 29 127 22 22 110 5 25 21 97 682
Total, rank and file 22 3 35 23 29 13 19 32 154 25 22 112 6 25 26 108 732

(iii) Transport
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Airborne Base
(not included in table of  organisation)

Battalion headquarters 12 18 1 3 6 2 (a)3 1 1
Support company—

Headquarters 2 2 2
No. 1 signal platoon 8 4 1 3 6 3
No. 2 mortar platoon 9 4 8
No. 3 reconnaissance platoon 21 4 9
No. 4 pioneer platoon 12 1 2 3
No. 5 transport platoon 3 3 20 (b)41 1 3 3 1
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(not included in table of  organisation)

No. 6 administrative platoon 4
Four rifle companies (each)—

Company headquarters
Four platoons (each)

122
4 4 3 6 4

3
A.A. and A.Tk. company—

Headquarters 2 2 7 1 2
Two hispano platoons (each) 9 6 6
Two 6-pdr. platoons (eaach) 8 2 5 2

(iv) Weapons
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Battalion headquarters 10 16 9 3 1 }
}
}
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Support company—

Headquarters 1 3 2
No. 1 signal platoon 1 36
No. 2 mortar platoon 5 18 2 4 1 4
No. 3 reconnaissance platoon 6 19 11 6 4 1
No. 4 pioneer platoon 1 12 2
No. 5 transport platoon 1 23 2 4 2
No. 6 administrative platoon 2 51

Four rifle companies (each)—
Company headquarters 12 15 4 2 1 1 2
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1 1
A.A. and A.Tk. Company_

Company headquarters 3 4 6 2
Two hispano platoons (each) 1 12 14 6
Two 6-pdr. platoons (each) 5 14 9 4 4



(v) Organization
	N ote:— This table is intended merely as a guide to officers commanding units and may be varied within the number of  
ranks, tradesmen and vehicles allowed, according to tactical and administrative requirements.
Allocation of  personal weapons is shown as follows. (P) pistol: (R) rifle: (S) machine carbine.

Battalion Headquarters
Bicycles folding           1-17
2 L.M.Gs.

6 intelligence section
Provost serjeant
3 regimental police
3 L.M.G. numbers and 
riflemen
2 clerks
Adjutant’s batman
Instructor A.P.T.C.

(6R)
(R)

(3R)
(2R) 

(P)
(2R)

(S)
(P)

Motor-cycle combination
2-inch mortar
No. 18 set

Major (2nd-in-command)
Driver-mechanic
Signaller
(attached from No. 1 signal 
platoon

(P)
(S)

Motor-cycles,   
heavyweight                 1-3

Intelligence officer’s 
batman
Serjeant R.A.M.C.
Loading officer’s batman

(S)
(P)
(S)

Motor-cycles
lightweight                   1-6

Loading officer
Commanding officer’s 
batman
Orderly room clerk 
(serjeant)
Regimental serjeant-
major
2nd-in-command’s 
batman
Intelligence serjeant

(P)

(S)

(R)

(S)

(S)
(R)

Car, 5-cwt.                        2
Trailer
No. 18 set
L.M.G.
A.Tk. rifle

Lieutenant-colonel
Adjutant
Driver-mechanic
Signaller
(attached from No. 1 signal 
platoon)

(P)
(P)
(S)

Motor-cycle Chaplain
Batman

(attached from headquarters, air landing brigade

Car, 5-cwt.                        2
2 trailers (a)
Medical stores
Bicycle, folding No. 18

Medical officer
Intelligence officer
Batman-driver
Nursing orderly R.A.M.C.

(P)
(P)
(S)
(P)

Car, 5-cwt 3 other ranks

(attached from airborne divisional signals

Support Company
Company headquarters

Bicycles, folding            1-2 Company quarter-master-
serjeant
Storeman

(R)
(R)

Motor-cycles
lightweight                    1-2

Major
Company serjeant-major

(P)
(S)

Motor-cycles
heavyweight                  1-2

Batman
Clerk

(S)
(R)

No. 1 sginal platoon

Bicycles, folding          1-8
4 No. 18 sets

8 signallers 
(for duty with battalion 
headquarters) (8S)

Motor-cycles,
heavyweight                  1-4

Signal serjeant
Batman
2 orderlies

(S)
(S)

(2S)
Motor-cycle
lightweight

Signal officer (P)

Car, 5-cwt
2 trailers

Driver-operator
Signaller

(S)
(S)

(attached to No. 3 reconnaissance platoon)

Car, 5-cwt.                        2
2 trailers
Battalion headquarters 
stores
2 No. 22 sets

Driver-operator
Signaller

(S)
(S)

Car, 5-cwt,                        3
2 trailers
Reconnaissance platoon 
stores
No. 22 set

Driver-operator
Signaller

(S)
(S)

Marching personnel—

For duty with rifle 
companies

12 signallers
4 No. 18 sets

(12S)

Carried in transport of  
battalion headquarters

2 signallers (2S)

Carried in transport of  
reconnaissance platoon

Corporal signaller (S)

No. 2 mortar platoon

Motor-cycles
Lightweight                   1-5
A-Tk rifle

Subaltern
Serjeant
Orderly
Mortar number
Batman

(P)
(S)
(R)
(R)
(S)

4 detachments (each)—

Motor-cycle
lightweight

Corporal (R)

Car, 5-cwt
2 trailers
L.M.G.
3-inch mortar

Driver, I.C.
3 mortar numbers

(P)
(3R)

No. 3 reconnaissance platoon

Motor-cycle combination
No. 18 set

Signal corporal Driver-
operator 

Motor-cycles,
lightweight                    1-6
4 pistols signal

Batman
Serjeant
3 orderlies
Nursing orderly R.A.M.C.

(S)
(S)

(3S)
(P)

Car, 5-cwt
2 trailers
No. 22-set
Spare No. 18 set
3 L.M.Gs.

Captain
Subaltern
Batman
2 driver-operators
Signaller

(P)
(P)
(P)

(all in italics are attached from No. 1 signal platoon)



3 sections (each)—

Bicycles, folding            1-7 Lance-serjeant (orderly)
6 orderlies

(R)
(S)

(5R)
Motor-cycle combination
No. 18 set
L.M.G.

Subaltern
Driver-operator
(from No. 1 signal platoon)

(P)

Motor-cycle
lightweight

Batman (S)

No. 4 pioneer platoon

Bicycles, folding          1-12 Pioneer serjeant
Bricklayer
6 carpenters and joiners
3 pioneeers
Mason

(S)
(R)

(6R)
(3R)

(R)
Motor-cycle, 
lightweight

Subaltern (P)

Car, 5-cwt.                        1
Trailers                   1 and 2

Driver-mechanic (R)

Car, 5-cwt                        2
Trailer                              3

Batman-driver (S)

No. 5 transport platoon

Motor-cycles,
heavyweight                  1-3

3 fitters, M.V. R.E.M.E. (3R)

Motor-cycles, 
lightweight                    1-3

Transport officer 
(captain)
Batman
Transport serjeant

(P)
(S)
(S)

Cars. 5-cwt.                 1-20
Trailers                   1-41 (a)
4 L.M.Gs.
2 A.Tk. rifles

2 motor mechanics
5 technical storemen 
(includes 1 serjeant and 1 
corporal)
10 drivers, I.C.
Fitter, M.V. R.E.M.E.
2 driver-mechanics

(2R)

(5R)
(10R)

(R)
(2R)

(33 of  the personnel of  No. 6 administrative platoon are carried in 
the transport of  this platoon

No. 6 administrative platoon

Carried in the vehicles of  
transport platoon

Quartermaster
Regimental quarter- 
master-serjeant
Batman
2 clerks
Equipment repairer
Butchery dutyman
Storeman
4 sanitary dutymen
Postman
Water dutyman
Armourer (serjeant)
R.E.M.E.
Shoemaker, R.A.O.C.
16 cooks, A.C.C.
Armourer (lance-
corporal) R.E.M.E.

(P)

(P)
(R)

(2R)
(R)
(R)
(R)

(4R)
(R)
(R)

(R)
(R)

(16R)

(R)
Bicycles, folding            1-4 4 stretcher bearers (4R)
Marching personnel— 16 stretcher bearers (16R)

Four Rifle Companies (each)
Company headquarters

Bicycles, folding            1-3 Storeman
Company serjeant-major
Company quarter-master-
serjeant

(R)
(S)

(S)
Motor-cycles
heavyweight                  1-4

Major
Captain
2 batmen

(P)
(P)

(2S)
Cars, 5-cwt.                   1-2
Trailers                           1-4
A.Tk. rifle
Pistol, signal

2 drivers, I.C.
Clerk

(2R)
(R)

Car, 5-cwt.                        3
Trailers                           5-6

Driver-mechanic (R)

Support section—

Bicycle, folding                4 Serjeant (R)
Maarching personnel—

2 nursing orderlies 
R.A.M.C. (2P)

Two mortar detachments (each)

Corporal
5 mortar detachments
3-inch mortar

(R)
(3P)
(2R)

Bren detachment—

5 L.M.G. numbers 
(includes 1 corporal)
2 L.M.Gs. (with tripods)

(2P)
(3R)

Signals detachment— 3 signallers (attached No. 1 
signals platoon)
No. 18 set

Four platoons (each)

Marching personnel Subaltern
Sergeant
Batman
21 L.M.G. numbers and 
riflemen
(includes 3 corporals and 
2 lance-corporals)
3 L.M.Gs.
A.Tk. rifle
Pistol, signal
2-inch mortar

(S)
(R)
(R)

(4P)
(13R)

(4S)

A.A. and A.Tk. Company
Company headquarters

Bicycles, folding            1-2 Company quarter-master-
serjeant
Clerk

(R)
(R)

Motor-cycles,
heavyweight                  1-2

Major
Transport serjeant

(P)
(S)

Motor-cycles,
lightweight                    1-7

Captain
2 batmen
Company serjeant-major
Orderly
Armourer R.E.M.E.
Fitter, general R.E.M.E.

(P)
(2S)
(S)
(R)
(S)
(S)

Car, 5-cwt.
Trailers                           1-2
2 L.M.Gs.

Driver, I.C.
Storeman

(P)
(R)

Two 6 guns hispano platoons (each)

Platoon headquarters



Motor-cycles
lightweight                    1-3

Subaltern
Serjeant
Batman

(P)
(S)
(S)

Six detachments (each)

Motor-cycle
lightweight

Corporal (S)

Car, 5-cwt.
trailer
Hispano gun
Ammuntion 
Stores

Driver, I.C.
2 gun numbers

(S)
(2R)

Two 6-pdr platoons (each)

Platoon headquarters—

Motor-cycles
lightweight                    1-2

Subaltern
Batman

(P)
(S)

Car, 5-cwt
Trailers                           1-2
Ammunition

Driver-mechanic
Serjeant

(R)
(R)

Four detachments (each)—

Bicycles, folding            1-2 Numbers 4 and 5 of  gun (R)
(S)

Car, 5-cwt.
L.M.G.
Gun 6-pdr

Numbers 1, 2 and 3 of  
gun

Driver-mechanic

(P)
(R)
(S)
(R)

(a)	I ncludes one ambulance trailer
(b)	I ncludes one trailer, binned stores

note
One man in each company will be trained as a boot repairer up to the standard of  a shoemaker, group ‘C’ class III, and will be 
eligible for the rates of  pay of  a tradesman, group ‘C’ class III, only on those days on which he is employed on boot repairing duties.

note on first reinforcements
Details left at base—

Orderly room serjeant 1

First reinforcements—

(Organised into three complete rifle platoons—include one platoon on bicycles—three A.A. detachments—half  platoon— 
and  two A.Tk. detachments—half  platoon of  A.A. and A.Tk. company, two 3-inch mortar detachments, one section 
reconnaissance platoon, detachment signals platoon and general reserve

Major 1
Captain 1
Subalterns 4
Company serjeant-major 1
Company quarters-master-serjeant 1
Serjeants 3
Lance-serjeants 3
Corporals 14
Lance-corporals 12
Privates 95
Nursing orderlies, R.A.M.C. 3

Total, first reinforcements 138
Bicycles, trade pattern 75
Bicycles, folding 10
Motor-cycles (lightweight) 11
Motor-cycles (heavyweight) 4
Cars, 5-cwt., 4 x 4 7
Motor-cycle combination 1
Trailers 14
Handcarts 9
Pistols, .45-inch, automatic 17
Rifles, .303-inch 79
Rifles, No. 4 (telescopic sights) 6
Machine carbines, 9 mm., Sten 31
Pistols, signal, Army 3
L.M.Gs., .303-inch 14
Anti-tank rifles, .55-inch 3



2-inch mortars 3
3-inch mortars 2
Discharger cups 9
Guns, 20 m.m., A.A. and anti-tank 3
Guns, 6-pdr., anti-tank 2


