
Notified in A.C.Is. for 4th December, 1940							       VIII/320/1
(Issued with War Office letter No. 78/W.E/1994(S.D.3) dated 21st November 1940)

SPECIAL AIR SERVICE BATTALION

WAR ESTABLISHMENT
(incorporating amendments 1-4)

(i) Personnel
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Lieutenant-colonel 1               1
Majors 1 1 1 2 1           1 4
Captains   1 9 10 1   1     1 11 21
Adjutant 1               1
Subalterns   40 40     1 1 2 20 60
Liaison officers (subalterns)       3           3 3
Administrative officer (major) 1               1
Quartermaster   1   1 1       1 2  
Total, officers 4 3 50 53 5 1 1 1   1 3 36 93
Company serjeant-majors   1 1 1         1 2
Total, warrant officers     1 1   1           1 2
Company quarter-master-serjeants 1 1   1 1         1 3
Orderly room serjeants 1               1
Serjeants   99 99 1     1 3 6 61 160
Total, staff-serjeants and serjeants 2 1 99 100   2     1 3 6 32 164
Corporals (f )1 390 390       1 3 6 60 451
Lance-corporals             1 3 6 60 60
Privates             5 15 30 300 300
Clerks (a)4 (e)4   4 (b)5         5 13
Equipment repairer       1         1 1
Storemen       2         2 2
Batmen 4 19   19 6 1 1 1 1 3 37 60
Drivers, I.C. 3 2   2 6         6 (h)11
Total, rank and file 12 25 390 415 6 15 1 1 7 22 (g)45 471 898
Total, other ranks 14 26 490 516 7 17 1 1 8 25 51 534 1064
Total, all ranks, special air service 
battalion 18 29 540 569 12 18 2 2 8 26 54 570 1157
Attached                  
R.Signals –                  
Serjeant       1           1 1
Corporal operator (wireless and 
line)

      1           1 1

Signalmen – operator (wireless and 
line)

      5           5 5

Instrument mechanic       1           1 1
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Electricians       2           2 2
R.A.M.C. – Medical officer       1         1 1
Nursing orderlies       (c)5         5 5
R.A.O.C. – Armourers       (d)2         2 2
Total, including attached, special air 
service battalion 18 29 540 569 22 26 2 2 8 26 54 588 1175

(ii) Transport

Motor cycle 3
Cars, 2-seater, utility 3
Car, 4-seater, utility 1
Trucks, 15-cwt., 4-wheeled 5
Lorries, 30-cwt., 4 wheeled 2

(iii) Table of  weapons and ammunition

Detail Number
Ammunition – round

On man or 
with gun

Total

Battalion headquarters
Pistols, .38-inch 4 18 72
Rifles, .303-inch 14 50 700

Glider wing
Pistols, .38-inch 54 18 972
Rifles, .303-inch 515 50 25750

Parachute wing
Pistols, .45-inch (colt automatic) with spare clips 212 10 2120
Rifles, .303-inch 13 50 650
Smith and Wesson carbines 395 5922 

magazines 
of  20 rounds

118440

Includes a corporal.(a)	
2 for pay; (1 lance-serjeant and 1 corporal) 1 for company quarter-master-serjeant; 2 for wing headquarters.(b)	
Includes a lance-corporal.(c)	
1 serjeant; 1 corporal.(d)	
Including 2 for pay (1 lance-serjeant and 1 corporal).(e)	
Orderly room clerk.(f )	
Includes 12 lance-corporals.(g)	
Includes 1 corporal and 1 lance-corporal.(h)	


