
iii/1931/5b/2
Notified in A.C.Is. 6th November, 1940

general headquarters 
reconnaissance unit

war establishment

(i) Summary of  ranks

Detail

H
ea

dq
ua

rt
er

s

Headquarter group 5 reconnaissance groups 
(each)

To
ta

l, 
ge

ne
ra

l h
ea

dq
ua

rt
er

s 
re

co
nn

ai
ss

an
ce

 u
ni

t

G
ro

up
 h

ea
dq

ua
rt

er
s

A
dm

in
ist

ra
tiv

e 
tr

oo
p

In
te

lli
ge

nc
e 

tr
oo

p

M
ot

ot
 c

yc
le

 tr
oo

p

Si
gn

al
 tr

oo
p

To
ta

l, 
he

ad
qu

ar
te

r 
gr

ou
p

R
ec

on
na

iss
an

ce
 

gr
ou

p 
he

ad
qu

ar
te

rs

4 
re

co
nn

ai
ss

an
ce

 
pa

tr
ol

s (
ea

ch
)

To
ta

l, 
ea

ch
 

re
co

nn
ai

ss
an

ce
 g

ro
up

Lieutenant-colonel 1 1
Majors 1 1 1 1 1 7
Captains 1 1 1 2 1 1 8
Adjutant 1 1
Lieutenants 4 1 5 1 4 25
Subalterns 2 1 1 3

Total, officers 6 1 2 5 1 9 2 1 6 45
Squadron serjeant-major 1 1

Total, warrant officers 1 1
Squadron quarter-master-serjeant 1 1 1
Serjeants 6 1 7 1 1 13

Total, staff-serjeants and serjeants 7 1 7 1 1 13
Corporals 6 2 1 9 2 1 6 (g)39
Troopers 66 6 21 93 22 4 38 (h)283

Total, rank and file 72 8 22 102 24 5 44 322
Total, other ranks 1 79 8 23 110 25 5 45 336
Total, general headquarters reconnaissance unit 7 1 81 13 24 119 24 6 51 381
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Attached—

R. Signals—
Captain 1 1 1
Subaltern 1 1 1
Serjeants 3 3 3
Corporals 5 5 5
Lance-corporals 6 6 6
Signalmen 52 52 52
Drivers, I.C. 4 4 4

Total, R. Signals attached 72 72 72
R.A.M.C.—Medical officer 1 1
R.A.O.C.—Armourer (staff-sergeant) 1 1

Total, attached 2 72 72 74
Total, reconnaissance unit, including attached 9 1 81 13 24 72 191 27 6 51 455

(ii) Distribution of  personnel by duties

Commanding officer (lieutenant-colonel) 1 1
2nd-in-command (major) 1 1
Group commanders (majors) 1 1 1 1 6
Intelligence officers (captains) 1 1 1 1 6
Aviation officer (captain) 1 1
Technical officer (captain) 1 1 1
Adjutant 1 1
Intelligence officers (lieutenants) 4 1 5 1 4 25
Aviation officers (subalterns) 2 2
Administrative officer (subaltern) 1 1 1

Total, officers 6 1 2 5 1 9 2 1 6 45
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Squadron serjeant-major 1 1
Total, warrant officers 1 1

Squadron quarter-master-serjeant 1 1 1
Serjeant technical storeman 1 1 1
Officers’ mess serjeant 1 1 1
Transport serjeant 1 1 1
Serjeant clerk 1 1 1
Mechanist serjeant 1 1 1
Serjeants 1 1 1 1 6
Serjeant cook 1 1 1

Total, staff  -serjeants and serjeants 7 1 8 1 1 13
Tradesmen

Groups A–D—
Carpenter and joiner 1 1 1
Clerks (a)3 3 3
Driver operators 3 2 11 55
Electrician 1 1 (r)1
Fitters, M.V. 2 2 1 1 (r)7
Motor mechanics 3 3 1 1 8
Technical storemen (a)3 3 3
Driver mechanics (s)1 4 20

Total, groups A–D 13 13 5 3 17 98
Non-tradesmen

Transport corporal 1 1 1
Batmen 5 1 1 7 2 2 17
Batmen drivers 2 2 2
Batmen motor-cyclists 2 4 + 1 4 26
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Butchery duties 1 1 1
Clerks 2 2 2
Cooks (c) for—

Officers’ mess 2 2 2
Serjeants’ mess 1 1 1
Rank and file 2 2 2 2 12

Drivers, I.C. 18 1 2 21 5 1 9 66
Duty rank and file 10 10 10
Intelligence duties (d)2 2 (a)1 1 7
Medical officers orderly (b)1 1 1
Motor cyclists 19 19 8 8 59
Officers’ mess servants (a)5 5 5
Postman (b01 1 1
Sanitary duties 3 3 3
Storemen, non-technical 2 2 2
Water duties 1 1 1

Total, non-tradesmen 59 8 22 89 19 2 27 224
Total, rank and file 72 8 22 102 24 5 44 322
Total, other ranks 1 79 8 23 110 25 5 45 336
Total, all ranks, general headquarters reconnaissance unit 7 1 81 13 24 119 27 6 51 381

Attached—

R. Signals
Captain 1 1 1
Subaltern 1 1 1
Serjeants 3 3 3
Tradesmen groups A–D—

Operators (wireless and line) (p)40 40 40
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Electricians, signals (f )11 11 11
Instrument mechanics (f )3 3 3
Despatch riders 9 9 9

Non-tradesmen —

Drivers, I.C. for duty as—
Drivers of  vehicles 2 2 2
Batman driver 1 1 1
Batman motor-cyclist 1 1 1

Total, R. Signals, attached 72 72 72
R.A.M.C.—Medical officer 1 1
R.A.O.C.—Armourer staff-serjeant 1 1

Total, attached 2 72 72 74
Total, general headquarters reconnaissance unit including attached 9 1 81 13 24 72 191 27 6 51 455

(iii) Transport

Motor cycles 4 10 13 14 41 4 3 16 121
Motor cycles, combination, Bren carrying 4 4 2 2 14
Cars, 2-seater, 4-wheeled 2 1 3 3
Cars, 6-seater, 4-wheeled utility 3 1 4 1 1 (q)9
Trucks, 8-cwt., 4-wheeled, wireless ( j)2 2 (j)1 1 7
Trucks, 15-cwt., 4-wheeled, wireless (k)11 11 11
Trucks, 15-cwt., 4-wheeled, G.S. (t)13 (n)2 2 17 (u)4 1 8 (m)57
Trucks, 15-cwt., 4-wheeled, office 1 1 1
Truck, 15-cwt., 4-wheeled, water 1 1 1
Ambulance, light 1 1 1
Scout cars 1 1 5 (j)(q)25



(iv) Table of  weapons and ammunition

Detail Number

Ammunition—rounds
On man 
or with 

gun
Reserve Total

Pistols, .38-inch (o)169 12 972 3,042
Rifles, .303-inch 286 20 6,000 11,720
Light machine guns, .303-inch 31 1,000 16,000 47,000
Thompson sub-machine guns 34 250 26,000 34,500
Anti-tank rifles, .55-inch 7 200 280 1,680

(a)	I s, or includes a corporal.
(b)	I s, or includes a lance corporal.
(c)	M ay be group B tradesmen if  qualified.
(d)	 Corporals.
(f )	I ncludes 1 corporal and 2 lance-corporals.
(g)	 Of  the total number of  corporals, 8 may be lance-serjeants.
(h)	 Of  the total number of  privates, 20 may be lance-corporals.
( j)	 Fitted with No. 11 H.P. wireless set.
(k)	 Fitted with No. 9 wireless set.
(m)	 17 are fitted with “Motley” mountings and carry Bren guns.
(n)	E ach carries an anti-tank rifle.
(o)	 For—
		  Officers (including medical officer)			   46
		  Personnel riding motor cycles			   82
		B  atmen motor cyclists				    26
		R  . Signal personnel attached			   15
(p)	I ncludes 4 corporals and 4 lance-corporals.
(q)	E ach carries a Thompson sub-machine gun.
(r)	I ncludes 2 corporals and 2 lance-corporals.
(s)	 Provided with motor cycles.
(t)	I ncludes 1 for medical officer.
(u)	 1 carries an anti tank rifle.

Note
	A  carrier pigeon loft, R. Signals (W.E. III/1931/30J/1 and a light aid detachments, R.A.O.C. (W.E. III/1931/53/3) will be 
attached to this unit.
	T hree aircraft piloted by the aviation officers in the headquarters group, will be supplied and maintained by the R.A.F.


