
vi/sdf/162a/1
Notified in A.C.Is. 20th May, 1942

Effective date 16th March,1942

sudan defence force
an infantry battalion

war establishment

	T his establishment supersedes W.Es. Nos. VI/SDF/151/2. VI/SDF/164/1. VI/SDF/165/1 
and VI/SDF/1 in War Establishments, Volume VI
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British personnel—

Lieutenant-colonel (miralai) 1 1
Major (kaimakam) 1 1
Major or captains (kaimakam or 
bimbashia) 1 1 1 1 4
Captains or lieutenants (bimbashia) 1 1 1 1 4
Adjutan and quarter-master (captain) 
(bimbashi) 1 1
Administrative and intelligence officer 
(lieutenant) 1 1
M.T. officer (lieutenant) 1 1

Total, British officers 5 2 2 2 2 13
Serjeant (clerical and cipher duties) 1 1
Serjeant (M.T. duties) 1 1

Total, British other ranks 2 2
Total, British personnel 7 2 2 2 2 15

Native personnel—

Bimbashia or sagh 1 1 1 1 4
Sagh (assistant adjutan and quarter-
master) 1 1
Sagh (native staff  officer) 1 1
Yuzbashia or mulazim 1 1 1 1 2 1 1 3 1 14

Total, native officers 2 1 1 1 1 1 3 1 1 1 4 1 20
Sol talim (regimental serjeant-major) 1 1
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Sol tayin (regimental quarter-master-
serjeant) 1 1
Bash shawishia (company serjeant-major) 1 1 1 1 1 5
Bulak amin (company quarter-master 
serjeant) 1 1 1 1 1 5
Shawishia (serjeants) for M.T. duties 1 1 1 2
Shawashia (serjeants) 1 1 1 1 1 3 1 1 1 1 3 1 1 3 1 21
Onbshia (corporals) 2 4 1 2 2 4 4 1 3 1 1 4 11 1 1 2 3 10 3 67
Onbashia (corporals) for M.T. duties 1 1 1 1 1 5
Onbashia (corporals) fitter 1 1
Nafar (privates) 24 1 6 13 9 18 10 30 10 30 90 12 11 23 69 394
Nafar (privates) for duty as—

Drivers, I.C. 25 7 7 22 22 68
Fitters 1 1 1 1 1 5
Medical Orderlies 2 2 1 1 1 1 5 2 1 1 5 22
General duties 9 4 4 6 6 27
Servants 8 3 3 3 3 1 24
Wakil bulak amin 1 1 1 1 1 1 9
Saddlers 2 2 2 2 2 10
Carpenters 1 1 1 1 1 5
Tailors 1 1 1 1 1 5
Armourers 1 1 1 1 1 5
Runners 1 1 1 1 1 1 3 1 1 3 13

Nafar (privates) for duty as—
Rangetaker 1 1 1
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A.Tk. riflemen 1 1 1 1 1 1 3 1 1 3 12
Storemen 2 8
Police 12 48

Total, native other ranks 60 29 2 7 16 3 12 27 27 4 11 37 5 11 38 139 45 4 15 15 34 147 20 776
Total, native personnel 62 29 2 7 16 4 12 28 28 5 11 38 5 11 38 142 46 5 15 15 35 151 21 796

Civilians 2 1 1 1 1 1 10
Total, an infantry battalion 71 29 2 7 16 4 12 28 31 5 11 38 5 11 38 145 49 5 15 15 35 154 22 821
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Cars or trucks, 15-cwt 5 4 4 2 2 2 5 17 36
Trucks, 15-cwt., water 2 2
Lorries, 2-3 ton 2 1 5 2 1 5 20
Lorries, 2-3 ton for—

Native officers’ and clerks’ mess 1 1
Men’s mess 1 1
Men’s baggage 2 2
M.T. stores 1 1
Anti-gas stores 1 1
Petrol 1 1
British N.C.Os. 1 1
Reserve ammunition (including mortar) 2 2

(iii) Table of  weapons and ammunition

Detail Number

Ammunition–Rounds
On man 
or with 

gun
Reserve

2nd line 
reserve

Total

Pistols, .38-inch 130 12 480 2,040
Rifles, .303-inch 597 80 18,000 65,760
L.M.Gs., .303-inch 31 1,000 17,000 48,000
A.Tk. rifles, .303-inch 12 200 300 2,700
Machine guns, .303-inch 12 3,500 22,000 64,000
3-inch mortars 4

H.E. 75 156 456
Smoke 45 72 252

Pistols, signal 22 16 300 652
Grenades 480 480
Left in barracks—

Pistols, .38-inch 16 12 240 960 1,392
Rifles, .303-inch 68 80 9,000 54,000 68,440
L.M.Gs., .303-inch 4 1,000 4,000 14,000 22,000
A.Tk. rifles, .55-inch 1 200 750 8,700 9,650
Machine gun .303-inch 2 3,500 17,000 85,000 109,000
3-inch mortars

H.E. 282 282
smoke 174 174

Pistols, signal 3 16 150 450 648
Grenades 480 480



(a) Signal platoon allotted as follows
	B attalion headquarters:—
		S  hawish				    1
		  Onbashi				    1

		N  afars				    3
	
	 3 rifle companies (each):—
		  Onbashi				    1
		N  afars				    6


